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Source: Annual Report to Congress, Military and Security Developments
Involving the People’s Republic of China 2011, Office of the Secretary of
Defense United States of America, p.68.
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Chinese Foreign Policy and Middle East

Ahmad Al Bursan

As China becomes one of the superpowers in the world order that is
likely to emerge in the 21st century, a major shift has already taken place in
the balance of power on the regional and international spheres. Chinese
foreign policy has become a focus of interest in terms of global trade and
international relations with one of its aims to build relations with the
Middle East region because of its vitality for its energy and as an export

market.

Since the uprisings began in different Arab countries, China has been
trying to maintain its national interests by adopting a balanced policy.
Within the global arena, it insists there should be no intervention in the
international affairs of these states. The present study seeks to answer a

number of questions:

1. What are China’s global capabilities?

2. What are China’s foreign policy principles?
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3. What are China’s interests in the Middle East which would affect that

policy?

4. What is China’s attitude to the Arab revolutions?

It is concluded that Chinese policy, especially in the Arab World, is
determined by economic aspirations and energy needs, moving carefully,

avoiding direct intervention and taking the track of that of a soft power.

The Asian superpower is not against change but openly rejects foreign
intervention and is waiting until new rules take over to see the path of these

uprisings.
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